
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020121 Part 2

To be completed only by Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other smaller
authorities* vvhere the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was €25,000 or less,
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Parl2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 202A121
1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was f25,000

or less must, following the end of each financial year, complete Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Praper Pracfrces, unless the authority:

a) does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or
b) does not wish to certify itself as exempt

2. Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not
exceed f25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able
to declare themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the extemal auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:
a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email
or by post (not both) no later than 30 June 2021. Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for
which the Authority will be charged f40 +VAT for each letter; and

b) The Annual Govemance and Accountabitity Return lPart2l which is made up of:
. Annual lnternalAudit Report {page 4} must be completed by the authority's intemal auditor.
. Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement {page 5} must be completed and approved by the authority.
. Section 2 -Aceounting Statements {page 6) must be completed and approved by the authority.
NOTE: Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual
Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor.

3. The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Govemance Statement before approving Section 2
Accounting Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before I Ju$ 2A21.

Publication Requirements
Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the LocalAudit (smallerAuthorities) Regulations 20'15 and the
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. These include:
. Certificate of Exemption, page 3. Annual lnternal Audit Report 2020121, page 4. Section { -Annual Governance Statementz0?Uzl, page 5. Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020/21, page 6. Analysis of variances. Bank reconciliation
' Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Limited Assurance Review
Any srnaller authority rnay request a limited assurance review. lf so, the authority should not certify itself as
exempt or complete the Ce*ificate of Exemption. lnstead it should complete Part 3 of the AGAR 2A2AP1 and
return it to the extemal auditor together with the supporting documentation requested by the e*ernal auditor.
The cost to the authority for the review will be e200 +VAT.

Provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed
under'Publication Requirements', there is no requirement for the authority to have a review
lf it decides to certify itself as exempt, the authority must complete and return the Certificate of Exemption
on Page 3 to the external auditor to confirm that it has certified itself exempt.

The Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum constitutes the annual retum refened to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
Thraughout, the words 'extemal. auditof have thd gaqre meaning as the wor{s'locat audfroi in tre Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

\or a complete lrst of bodres that may be smaller autharities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
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Guidance notes on completing Part2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2020121, Sections 1 and 2

An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requiremenl for a limited assurance review rnust
do so at a meeting of the authority after 31 March 2021.lt should not submit its Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor. However, as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

Ttre Ceftificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no laterthan 30 June 2021. Reminder
letters will incur a charge of f,40 +VAT for each letter.

The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the
Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in the Pracfllrbners' Guide* which is updated from time
to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end.

The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternalAudit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 'l ) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references

The Responsible Financial Officer (Rf O) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented
to the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

The RFO is required to cornmence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the
AGAR approval.

Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated.
Avord making amendments to the completed annual return. Any amendrnents must be approved by the
authority and properly initialled.

Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed otf.

You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chairman, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers,
The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances rn the accounting
statements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the PracfrTloners'Gurde* which may assist.

Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year

{Box 7 of 2A2O) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 af 2AZ).
The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

The authority must publish, on the authority website/webpage, the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
,Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, incluo'ing the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 .!uly 2021.

a

Have all highlighted boxes been completed?

Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published?

Have ali highlighted boxes been completed by the internal auditor and
explanations provided?

For any statement to which the response is 'no', is an explanation available
for publication?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by
the signature of the Chairman of lhe approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations from last year tc this year been
published?

ls an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box I available, should
a question be raised by a local elector and/or an interested party?

Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate
is a sole managing trustee? (Local Councils only)
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All sections

lnternal Audit Report

Section 1

Section 2

Sections 1 and 2



Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2020n1 Part 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure

did not exced fZS,000 in the year of account endeJ 31 Mar$ 2021, and that wish to certify

themselves 
". "*r*pit 

m a limited r""**"* review under Section 9 of the LocalAudit

(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 201 5

There is no requirsmeni to have a limited assuran@ review m to submit an furnual Govemance and Accountability

Retum to the extemd auditsr, provided that th; ;idit has rertified iEelf as exempt at a meeting of the

authority after 31 f-rfanfr iOif 
'frd 

a cornpleteU b"tUn""tJ of F:<amptron is submitted no laterihan 30 June 2021

notfying the external audftor.

GmrJeSrosa, R€Yrt6AsT)Fs tusD lV\oxTcFJ PhaTSH nuNC\L

eertifes trat during the financial year 2020J21,,the higher of the authoritt's total gross income for the year or

tot l ;;t-;"nurier.p"naiture, for the yaar did not axceed 9251000

Total annual gross income lor the authority 202A121: *l\ 3s\r
Total annual gross expenditure for t'e authority p020/21 : * t S 3 \ a

There are eertain eircumstances in which an authority will ber-nable to certifu itself as exerflpt, so that a iimited

assurafiee review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot cedify itself as exempt and it must uun*it iftu comptetad Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum

part 3 to the external auditor to undertake a fimited asiurante review for which a fee of 8200 +VAT will be payable'

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are ccnfirming that:

. The authority was in existence cn 1stApril2017

. ln relation to ttre Br€JJing fioancial year {2CI19120), the extemal auditor has not:

.issuedapubticinterestreportinresp€ctaftheauthorityoranyentityconnactedwithii,

. made a staiuto*ecommln*ation to the ;iffiry, relxino toj,eauthority or any entity connected with it

. issued an advieory notica under pur*gophliil ui s"r,uoule I to the Local Audit and Aecountability Act

aOi+ ('tt u Acf), and has not withdrawn the notice

, eornmenceU iuaUiafreview proceedings under section 31t1) of the Act

" made an applicatiJn under section 2Si1i o;ilB Act for a declaration that an item af account is unlawful,

and the applicaticn hai not Ueen withirawn nor ha* the court refused to make the declaration

. The canri has nrt dedared an item of aecaunl unlavrrfijl afier a percon made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act'

lfyauareabletogonfirmthattheabcvestatementsapplyandthat.theauthorilyneitherreceivedgrossincome,
nor incurred g*=* 

"*punJitur*, 
exceedhg r2s,000, *ten file f,ertifig1te of Exemption can be signed and a copy

submitted to the externat auditor eith*r by ernail or by post {not both)'

The Annual lnternal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting $tatements, an analysis of

variances and the bank reeonciliation plus tfrelnformation required ny Regulation 15 (2)' Accounts and Audit

Regulations 2018 inctuding the period'for ttre.exercise of pu6iic rights still need to be fully completed and'

along with a copy of f,is clrtiticate, publisheO on tfre authorily weLsite/webpaEe* before 1 July 2021'

By signing ttrts s*rtmeate yuu 
"ie 

also confirrnlng that you are s$tare of this requirement'

$igned by the Responsible Financial Officer Dete I I conlirm that this Certificate of

Ga^@a Sceflnosn rqt.{ }rf l*t"m#:'fnapprovedbvthis 
f q \91 r

signed by chatrman n\$r*Ar1 Date 
I 

as recoraea in minute re'ference:

l'f '' V* re.\. rr I a t \f f
Generic email address of Authorlty- 

3r.re drane, c'\ar4@3onai l' ecern
*PubliEhed wab address

Oa,rv e s\on a. ? c- . \.\\x site' am / Sacvee#o na I c'

Tei*phct"ie iluiflber

o\362- 8a*15

&NLY this certincate cf Exemptian :loqls u: ffi:::3.ff*1tlg^ffi1:f 
'?Y-f?;:tT;f$H::':"1i9[.ff:9ilffi fi:T-1il"ilb*$ii3"{;""L*yn,i,*dr"tunbutnorarerthan3s

ffiJ io-zrlH"ili,fr; ['ti;C lmeur a eharse of s48 +vAr

Y Retum 20?0/21 Part 2

ffi ;til#i*, r-i***in[In Js; B oiiUs a nO oth er $ma ller Authoritics
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2A20121

cr-na{€smN6, ReYfl6,c.slu\1 fttto TH$nDN P^tls\r{ G)uf$c}L

gacve. Stona Pc-. r^lix site- . com / Oar\J eslone pc-
Duringthefinancialyearended3l March202l,thisauthority'sinternalauditoractingindependentlyandonthe
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2O2Ol21 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table.
Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether,
in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard
adequate to meet the needs of this authority"

B" This authority complied with its financial regulalions, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriaiely accounted for.

A" Appropriate accorrnting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks io achieving ils objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or raies requirement resulted f;"om an adequate budgetary process; progress againsi
the budget was regularly monitored. and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received. based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounied for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly suppoded by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounied for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members urere paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals. and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

H. Assei and investments registers were compleie and accurate and properly marntained.

i. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure). agreed to the cash book. supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriale debtors and credilors were
properly recorded.

K. lf the authority certif[ed itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2A19120, it met the
exemption criteria and conectly declared itself exempt. {tf the authority had a limited assurarce
review of its 2019/20 AGAR tick "not covered')

L. The authority publishes information cn a website/webpage. up to date ai the time of the internal
audit, in accordance with the Transparency code for smaller auihorities.

M. The authority, during the previous year (2019-20) correctly provided for the period for the
exercise of ptrblic rights as required by theAccounts and Audit Regulations {evidenced by the
notice published on the website and/or authority appeved minates confirming fie dafes sefJ.

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2019120 AGAR
(seeAGAR Page I Guidance Nofesl.

O. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) - The council met its responsibililies as a tustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed {list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internai audit undertaken

r,i.l .t.i

::il:1ff,fl5ffi?:J::,,, i' , !.-... :i '; ,.. '::' ,

Name of person who carried out the iniernal audit

Date i' I " j-r

.lf the response is 'no' please state the irnplicaiions and action being taken io address any weakness in conirol identified
(add separate sheets if needed).

"*Note: lf the response is 'not covered' please slate when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or. if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit reporl must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2A2A1Z1

We acknowledge as the members of:

GnlestroN€, &ef H€*.s-oN ftr.lo T1{OXTDN PaorsH d:DNK.tL
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, includinE arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021,lhat:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective iinancial
nanagemenl during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting sralemenrs in accordance
with lhe Accounts and Audit Regulalibns.

?, We maintained an adequate systern of internal control
including mea$ures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper anangements and accepted responsibility
{or safeguarding the public money and resources rr
its charge.

-?, lve took all reasonable steps to assure ourselrles
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-ccmpliance with laws. regulalions and Proper
Practices that could have a signiflcant flnancial effect
on the abiliiy of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

/

has only done what it has the legal powet to do and has
complied with Proper Praclices in doing so.

4. VJe provided proper opportunily during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requiremenis of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave a// persons interested the oppoiunity ta
rnspecl and ask queslicns about this autharity's accounts.

5" We carried Gut an assessmenl of the risks faoing this
authority and iook apprcpriate steps lo manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

/
considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and deal! with then properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

/
arranged for a competent person. independent of the financiat
conlrols and procedures, to give an objective vtew on whelher
interna! controls meet the needs of this snzaller authority_

7. Vy'e took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit. / responded to malters brought fo rTs altenirbn by interna! and

external audit-

$. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occuning eilher
dunng or after the year-end, have a flnancial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accountlng statements.

/
drsclosed evefihing it should have aboul i,ls business acflvrfy
duing the year including events taking place aftet the yeat
end if relevant.

3. (For lecal councils only) Trust funds including
charrtable. ln our capacrty as the sole managing
truslee we discharged our accountability
responsibrlities fcr the lund(s)lassets. including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audlt.

has mei a/l of rls responsrbilifr'es where as a body
ccrporate it is a sole managing trustee of a local lrust
sr frusfs.

"For any statement to which the response is 'no', an

This Annual Governance Slatement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

elfor|rcu
and recorded as minute reference:

2,\ ltrn

explanation must be published

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chairman

cterk QaXW.O NeeJJr..*^,\

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has
been published.

q6lr:ges\c>^a- Pc,,,,.r'rx Silc- . @{\\ /Acrrvesjlone P c
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Section 2 - Accounting Statemen* 2A20121 lor

&fVefiu"l€ , A€Yrn*zSTDNl 6,\10 ?.tufa^J P4rarSlt c\)^JcrL

131S3
Tatal balances and reserues at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

\o 28E
Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and tevies)
received ar receivable in the year. Exclude any gnnts
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income ar receipts as recorded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all emplayees. lnclude gross salaries and wages,
employers N I contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severanee payments.

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's bonowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expendrture or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less sfaf cosls gine 4) and loan interest/capitat

t3ls3 Tatal balances and reserves atthe end ofthe year. Must
equal {1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments t3l s3 qls y The sum of all current ancl deposit bank accounts. cash

holdings and shaft term investments held as af 3? March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investmenls
and assets \a112 t6q r The value of all the propedy the authoity owns * it is made

up of all its fxed assels and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total borowings
FJ It. f', tL

The wtstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all laans
from third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note
re Trust tunds (including charitable)

The Council as a body corporafe acfs as sale trustee for
and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.

N.B. The figures in the accounting sfafernenfs above do
not include any Trust transaclrons.

I certify that for the year ended 3'1 March 2021 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Relurn have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Srnaller
Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to proper practices
and present fairly the financial position of this authority.
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

AarceJ> t*-\ee\t"-r.^,
'rf loclror-\

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

2-\ 
I 06l ao, r

as recorded in minute reference:

1l / \tq
Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements v'"4\f--

Date
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31 illarch
202A
t

3i llarclr
2421

s

Please rowtd all figures to nearest tl . Do niot teave any
boxes blank and repad E0 or Nil balances. All figures must
agree lo underlying financial records

1. Balances brought
forward

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

5. (-) Loan interesVcapital
repayments

'':

7. (=) Balances carried
forward

No


